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Reminiscent of a Bangladesh Born Commoner Living in Japan over Half a Century

Reiwa Era 1st Year step-in on May 1st,2019 was so harmonious and peaceful prevailing all over Japan
and her people.

Having spent my days seated at the PC, the month of September came in when autumn cloud rose high
in the sky, people recovered their breath. After the scorching heat of summer days, the comfortable
climate set in.

Alas, then came that dreadful night on September 6th. Typhoon No. 15, named Faxai in English,
brutally hit Metropolitan Tokyo and its vicinity areas such as Chiba, Saitama, Ibaragi, smashing land,
sea and air. Faxai stroke a blow at the lifelines, transportations, telecommunication system, households,
cultivation fields, forests, sea, airports and all infrastructures, which had been laboriously built over
almost 70 years after WWIL. We common people could not do much but silently pray that life return to
the normal as soon as possible.

These days all human beings started questioning: Doesn’t modern economic and political culture
neglect our small planet world environment for the sake of modern living style?

Let me look back at my high school physics class and that of famous Sir Isaac Newton (164271727)
motion in universe: mathematical principles of natural philosophy 3 Laws. Amongst these 3 Laws the
third Law stated: Every action in nature, there is an equal and opposite reaction.

You need not to be a scientist but to be humanly conscious: Shall we not learn lessons that nature

6



https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/annai/page22_000526.html

BANVISTYags *—=J)L-XHTV645(2019 F 10 BS)
reaction towards our actions over the past years. We did?
Isn’t Typhoon No.15 falling on 3rd Law? Nowadays especially young people from all over the world
come front and peacefully demonstrate in their respective countries even in front of the UN
Headquarters in New York, holding General Assembly attended by world leaders.

Back to the main theme: the life of Bangladeshis living in Japan.

During British colonial period the Bengal deltaic region, major part now Bangladesh, had a very special
affinity towards Japan, the land of rising Sun.

Robindranath Thakur, widely known as Tagore the Bengal poet, visited Japan and his philosophy left
the very basics of peace and respect each other’s culture.

After the birth of Bangladesh in the Year 1971, Bangladeshis people embraced that basics.
Bangladeshis started to come over to Japan for study and job for living.

Both Japanese and Bangladeshi Governments, through their hard work, helped to establish the
bondage between two peoples. Japanese Government has appropriated massive funds for development
projects of all sectors planned by Bangladesh Government in parallel with people to people
interactions.

I spend part of my time on traveling various places of this beautiful country and closely on watching
how Bangladeshis live their life in Japan. Bangladeshi students study at national and private
universities and maintain a collocate living and respect each other through a frank and decent
environment. Apart from students, Bangladeshis living in that area work and do business also following
the same path.

I have observed that not only Japanese students but also people from all walks of life in those areas
extend help to Bangladeshis. Many commoners help them learn Japanese useful for daily life. Japanese
teachers, in most of the time out of their professional duty, help making a bridge and create an
opportunity for them to participate in local events, Matsuri, legal consultations, house hunting, hospital
service etc.

It is just my own observation that I find some difficulties for Bangladeshi children in going school,
especially on primary and junior high school grades. Bangladesh culture upbringing children
education much differs from Japanese education curriculums. They also have to learn Japanese
language, needless to say, with tough Kanji characters.

If you allow me, I feel personally that they maintain the very strict discipline in studies, sports, activities,
PTA and so forth at school life in Japan. Many Bangladeshi parents are not easy to cope with them. On
the other hand, school principals and teachers are very cooperative to help parents to overcome them
and serve as an intermediary for them to receive local voluntary services. Astonishingly, many parents
are very ready in Japan to embrace the wishes and demands of their children to learn their language
and win newly found cultures. Whereas in Bangladesh many parents will not behave themselves in the
same way to listen to children suggestions.

Family bondage naturally gets a stronger living in Japan.

A new generation Bangladeshis in Japan has started getting a footing and served highly professional
jobs such as teaching, work in major Japanese firms comprised by graduates from Japanese
universities and second generations living in Japan. A small number of Bangladeshis set up their own
companies and deal in trade mainly between Japan and Bangladesh.

Obviously, food culture is an important factor of living which help bring people together. Frankly saying
I find delicious Bangladeshi dishes served at Bangladeshi houses in various parts of Japan. Both
Japanese and Bangladeshis share food habit in common. Bangladeshis take mas, dal and bhat, i.e. fish,
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bean soup, rice. and Japanese take sakana, misoshiru, gohan, i.e. fish, bean miso soup and rice. Doctors
write a prescription that both belong in a healthy food category.

There are not many Bangladesh restaurants which serve genuine Bangladeshi cuisines, mainly curried
tastes. Many Japanese have a fixed thought that Indian foods mean curry. That is an obvious reason
why Bangladeshi restaurants stay in business with putting up their sign-board “Indian Restaurant.” It
will take Bangladeshi restaurants sometime to have a solid footing to be popular to serve Bangladeshi
cuisine in Japan.

This time in closing I should mention “Rugby World Cup Japan 2019,” hosted in Japan for the first
time in Asia, quietly nails me up to watch the games on the TV. This started from the opening game
between Japan and Russia on September 20th. Never have I found such exiting sports event while
muscular men players charge against each other but are so disciplined especially when I see referees
explain the judgements so courteously and patiently till players do accept the decisions taken by
referee.

The game will go till final play on November 2nd, I have to confess that I am very much engaged.
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